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AMUSEMENTS THIS EVENING,

FIFTH AVENUE THEATRE, Twenly-fourth street.—
Tux Negw Drava oF IIVOROE

WALLACK'S THEATRE, Broadway and 13th stréel,—
Buye Beamn.

OLYMPIC THEATRE, Brosdway.—Tii8 BatLer PaN.
yoMiME OF HUMPTY DUMPTY.

BOOTH'S THEATRE, 284 st., betwesn Hth and Sih ave =
Tir LITTLE DETEC TIVE,

WOOD'S MUUSEUM, Broadway, corner 30th st. —Perform.
suces alleruoon and evening—LEALL, THE FORSAKKN,

BOWERY THEATRE, Bowery —Bru
W g et ; ry. TiA, THR SEWING

NIBLO'S GARDEN, Broadway, belween d
Houston sta.—Canl, THE rm'm.trt. T

ARAND OPERA HOUSE, corner of %l av. ana 33d st—
Dorry Goorr.

STADT THEATR —=Tne
P o s o E, 45 and 47 Bowery —Tnr POSTILLION

GLOBE THEATRE, 728 Broadway. —-NgGmo EcoEsSTR-
orries, BURLRSQUES, &0.

LINA EDWIN'S THEATRE, No. 730 Broadway. —KELLY
& Lxon's MInsTRELS,

UNION BQUARE THEATRE, corner of Fourteenth street
Broadway.--NEano AOTS—-HURLENQUE, HALLET, &O.

BAN FRAN/CIE00 MINSTREL HALL, 585 Broadway,—
Tug San FRANCIECO MIMBTRELS,

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HDUSE, 334 st., batwesn &th
nud Tth ave.—BATANT'S MINSTRRLS.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE,

No. 201 Bowery.
NEGRO ECOENTRICITIES, BURLRAQUES, &U.

Mutlinee at i};

STEINWAY HALL, Fourteenth street.—VOOAL AND
INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT.

TWENTY-EIGUTH STREET OPERA HOUSE, corner
Broadway,—NEWCOME & ABLINGTON'S MINE2ELAS,

CENTRAL PARK GARDEN.—TaRODORE TAOMAS
BuMMER NiGH1E' CONCERTA,

GLOBE THEATRE, Brook] opposite City Hall.—Va-
BIETY ENTERTAINMENT, e 5

AMERICAN INSTITUTE EXHIBITION, Third ave nus
avd Sizty-third stregl.—Open day and evening.
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Wiro 15 Mayor of this city, Hall or
Havemeyer ?

SgxaToRs SUMNER AND WirsoN both de-
clare that the nomination of General Butler
to the Governorship of Massachusetts would
bahopiiiey*ath of the"Commonwealth,

Tae Warr Srteeer Usvmers.—Yesterday
lenders of gold exacted & consideration at the
rate of thirty per cent per annum for the use
of the coin for one day. Here is a chance for
the District Attorney and Grand Jory, who,
alter the charge of Judge Bedford the other
day, are now responsible for the enforcement
of the law.

Wuo 138 Mavon of the city, Oakey Hall or
Havemeyer? Are wo to have law or anarchy
in New York?

Tur PoLitiotans who are using the city
dificulties to get Into office themselves affact
to be satisfied with Connolly’s appointment of
Deputy Green and his retlrement in favor of
that gentleman, Bul do they remember thelr
own favorite pame for {be Comptroller,
“Slippery Dick?" Do they know how soon
Connolly, after having trapped them, may
resume the active duties of his office, turn out
Green and slip cut of their fingers ¥

Ir Torgre is to be no governing head in this
cily it will be like a rodderless sbip at sea
withoul chart or charler,

Joix FoLEY has become a great man, He
has made his mark by hig intrepid raid on the
Ring. To him belonga the credit of enjoining
the Ring. e had the pluck to begin the legal
fight which resulted in fracturing the Ring in
two of its strongest points, No doubt John
has been honest in his acts—impelled by
pure motives of reform, But is he now pre-
pured to enter the new ring combination of
the “oute? Will he throw his prestige into
the scale against law and order, and side with
8lippery Dick, whom so recently be denounced
as the head and Ifroot of municipal corrup-
tion? What bus honest John to say ?

Tue YrLrow FeEvErR has broken out in
Koy West, and consternation is eaild to have
seized upon the citizens,

LatesT FroM Cmgr Justick CHasE,—~We
publish an interesting account of a recent
Interview with Chief Justice Chase held with
a correspondent of the Cincionall Znguirer
at Waukesia, Wis.,, on the 1lth Instant,
The frieuds of the venerable Chief Justice will
be gratified to learn that he has entirely re-
covered bis health, and that he will probably
resume his seat on the Supreme Bench at the
Dctober term. In his political views he en-
dorses the platform of the Wisconsin democ-
racy, savs the democrals have tuken no new
deperture, and that the change is simply a
retarn to the principles of democracy as ad-
vocated by the great founders of the party,

Wane Tor Qresriox is raised wheller
McClellan or Green s to be Comptroller of the
finances there ought to be no doubt that
Mayor Hall is the chicf controller of the clty.

Tagre Axe Peorig in tie city who are
urging Connolly on 1o & violation of the law
and of (he pesce of the cily, Lot them re-
member the 12th of Julv and tue pluck of
General Fisk,

Its
Presi-

The Teawmany Estangloment and
Bearings Upon the Approncling
dontinl Contest.

Aus a great central political power in State
and national affairs Tammany Hall is under
a gloomy eclipse, and the prestige and the
glory of the Wigwam have departed. It wis
bul yesterday ihat Tammany, iie Crsar,
seemed sirong enough to stand against the
world; “and now there are none 8o poor to do
her reverence.” She was the impregnable
citadel and base of operatlons of the demo-
cratic party of the city, the State and the
Union ; but she is the stumbling block to the
party in the city, in the State and throughout
the country, The astounding and unanswered
accusations raised against her, of fraudulent
appropriations of the public funds, have
operated to weaken the democracy in the late
elections in Maine and California, and will
doubtless operate to strengthen the republi-
cans in the coming October elections in Penn-
sylvania and Ohio, and will almost certainly
revolutionize the Legislature of New York in
November. In the midst of & profound peace,
s comparatively dead calm in our political
affairs, a catastrophe has fallen upon the
democratic party threatening to be more
disastrous in its consequences, looking to the
Presidential succession, than any misfortune
since the breaking up of the party in the
Charleston Convention—that dismal overture
to the Southern rebellion.

Since 1867, when the wrangling republicans
deliberately delivered this State over to the
democracy by nearly fifty thousand majority,
the republican parly has never sufficiently ral-
lled to recover it. They made a vigorous
effort in 1868, through which they secured the
Legislature and thereby a United States Sen-
ator (Fenton); but that was all. Inall our
subsequent elections the democrats, through
the management of Tammany, gained ground,
till with the Legislature of last winter they
secured complete possession of the State in
all its departments, The Tammany chiefs,
availing themselves of the enlarged facilities
thus offered them in the reconsiruction of our
city government, so hedged about their new
administration with powers, privileges and
safeguards that it was suppused, even by their
adversaries, that *‘the ring"” could hardly be
broken or dislodged from city or State for
twenty years to come. But it frequenily hap-
pens that, In the plenitude of their power and
fancied security, and when least expected,
empires, dynasties and political parties, from
some fatal mistake or series of blunders, are
undermined and overthrown, Thus fell the
splendid empire of Napoleon the Third; thus
our democratic party, imagined to be all-pow-
erful in the overwhelming electi®n of Pierce,
began to fall to picces under the blunders of
his administration, Thus, too, from the fatal
mistakes of Tammany in the estimates of her
power and her security, she is suddenly
stricken down, and her weakness to-day is as
much a marvel to the qulet, easy-going citi-
zen as was her imposing strength of yesterday.

The preatige of Tammany ia gone. The
chiefs of the rural democracy are arrayed
agairst her, and within the metropolis she is a
house divided against itself. The tremendous
democratic army which from year to year has
followed to the polls in this city the victorious
ensign of Tammany is broken up, and belween
Tammany and the republican party even this
hitherto etrong citadel of democracy, in a
popular vote this day, would doubtless be
prospect that, in the short Toterval to our
November election, the democratic party of
the State, demoralized and disorganized in
this Tammany entanglement, can be put in a
position to avoid a decisive defeat in the elec-
tions for the Leglslatare. In truth, while
there 12 no ground for any bope of democratio
harmony in this State election, there are good
reasons, in the existing intense excitements
and disordered condition of things in this city,
to fear that the elements of a sanguinary riot
are in process of formation here, which, in
bringing anarchy upon the city, may throw
the whole democratic party of the State and
of the United States into the chaos of dissolu-
tion.

How uncertaln and capricions are the revo-
lutions of the whirligig of party politics!
The Orange procession and riot of July laat
brought out the powerful Irish element of the
democratic party of this city in favor of Mayor
Hall and in opposition to Governor Hoffman,
Now we find, {rom another turn of the wheel,
the Irish element of the party arrayed against
the Mayor and in favor of Mr. Connolly,
Mr. Green and the mixed Committee of
Seventy, while the golid German Americans
of the city are quielly walching and waiting
the opportunily to bring up their reserves for
municipal reform,  These complications serve
only to Increase the demoralization of the
democracy and to strengthen the republican
party here and throughout the Union; for
these Tammany disclosures of wastefuluess,
extravagance, negligence and corraptions,
looking to the Presidential succession, have
operated aud are opersting, by contrast, to
rally the people around General Grant's ad-
ministration. But in this division of the New
York city democracy between Mayor Hall and
Mr. Connolly—which Is a division between
the American and the Irish-American ele.
wents of the party—wo have the break In the
ranks which opens the city itself to the repub-
licans; for it is a break which not only
disarms Tammany as a political centre of
power, but the Irish-American elemant a8 o
political balance of power.

Here, then, as in the settlement of (he
slavery question and the questioa of the civil
and political rights of the African race in this
country, wa have the simplest solution of the
most difficult political problems. Tammany,
in being divided against herself, divides the
democracy of the gity into two or three bodies of
men arrayed against each other, and thus the
cohesion of our Irish and German born eiti-
gens with *‘the ring" is broken, and these de-
tathed elements are free Lo take their own
course now and hereafter, and the city of New
York is open for a reconstruction of gur politi-
cal parties. The confusion thus created in
thie democratic camp is evidently the beginning
of a political revolution io the city and the
State; and the firat decisive revolutionnry
consequence, we oxpect, will be the election
of a Legislature republican in bolh brunches
in November, We dare say, too, thal this
coming Legislature will be 8o expreasive of the
dominant public sentiment of the State under

the clroumstances that, with the conseat of
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Governor IToffman, a republican reorganizi-
tion of our cily government will speedily
follow.

But as the late government of the republi-
cans here, with its independent and irrespon-
sible commissions, was a failure, we have no
very sanguine hopes of any great improve-
mént io our municipal affairs usder another
repablican efperilﬂéui:. “W‘gajé i'u'a carcass
1s there will the vultures be gatheFed (o-
gether," by whatever name you call them.
But Tammany has overdone her appointed
task, and the temper of the public mind is now
“‘anything for o change.” So the State of
New York, in our judgment, will be lost to the
democratic party in November, and, with New
York gone, with all the attendant demoraliza-
tions of the party, what hope will there be
for the democracy in the coming Presidential
contest? Apparently no hope whatever except
the unsubstantial hope of Micawber, that
‘‘something may turn up.” And something
may turn up. The leading active and pro-
gressive democrats of the United States may,
from the overthrow of the power and prestige
of Tammany, realize the necessity of still
anotber ‘“‘new departure” in the shape of a
new organization for the Presidency from
stem to stern, and a new platform, cutting
loose this new party from all the dead leaders,
dead men, dead issues and defunct associa-
tions of the past.

From the shape that this Tammany imbrog-
lio has now assumed, and from the gemeral
drift of the public opinion of the couniry
agoainst the democratic party identified with
Tammany, as it now stands, only in some such
new departure as this can there be even a
respectable fight made against the re-election
of General Grant. On the other hand, in the
new departure of s new party organization
there 13 still time enough for action, and there
aro still floating materials enough from which,
with the ddbris of the democratic party, to
form a powerful opposition party for 1872,
The Democratic Union party might do for a
name, and the principles suggested by Chief
Justice Chase, with the Chief Justice or some
such universally acceptable man as standard
bearer, would serve very well for the initial
platform of this new parly movement, Other-
wize General Grant will walk over the course
in 1872, and a scrub race will inangurate a
new organization of parties in 1876,

Sltuation In the Cly=What Is to
Be the Next Stept

The situation in the great municipal contest
has not undergone much change since yeater-
day morning. As was generally anticipated,
Mr. Connolly refused to yield possession of
the Comptroller’s office, stating that he had not
in fact or equivalent resigned his position and
denying the authority in law of the
Mayor to remove him. Mayor Hall, on his
part, officially notified the other city depart-
ments that he does not recognize either Con-
nolly as Comptroller or Green as Depuly
Comptroller. General McClellan, to whom
the Comptrollership was tendered by the
Mayor, is undegstood to have signified his
readiness to undertake ila duties and respon-
sibilities in the event of the retirement or
expulsion of Connolly from the office, while
he declines to become a contestant fér the
place so long as possession is disputed by the
incumbent. No application was made yester-
day to the Courts in relation to the matter by
any party, and Mr. Greep oy™"“datiés ~of
the Comptrollership, from which Connolly has
virtually, if not actually, retired. There is,
of course, a deadlock [n the municipal govern-
ment, and an uneasy feeling is abroad that the
complicationa among the politicians may lead
to riotous demonsirations and probably to
actual collisions,

The immediate interest turns now npon the
two legal points, first, as to the power of the
Mayor to remove Connolly without impeach-
ment ; and, secondly, whether Connolly’s pub-
lic abandonment of the duties of the Comp-
trollership in favor of Mr. Green con-
stitutes a resignation of his office. Mayor
Hall is backed wup in his position by
the legal adviser of the city, and, it is rumored,
by the Autorney General of the State, while
the Connolly party present an opinion
on the other side from Charles O'Conor,
The latter holds, first, that the Mayor
has mno power to remove the Comp-
troller, the only mode expressly provided
under the charter for such removal being
impeachment ; and secondly, that the action
of the Comptroller, in turning over all the
powers and duties of his office to Andrew H,
(ireen, doea not amount to a renunciation or
resignation of his office. While Mr. O'Conor’s
legal reputation stands deservedly high, it
must be remembered that his  opinion
is but the opinion of a single lawyer
and is only entitled to 8o much weight,
Besides, the ‘‘looseness” of these legal opin-
ions is proverbial. The amended charter
cerlainly provides that the Deputy Comp-
troller shall ‘‘possess every power and per-
form all and every duty belonging to the
office of Comptroller whenever the said Comp-
troller shall by due written authority, and
daring a period to be specified in such author-
ity, designate and anthorize the gaid
Deputy Comptroller to possess the power
and perform the duty aforesaid.” But this
provision was unquestionably made in the in-
terest of the city and not to its injury. Its
intention was to prevent the stoppage or em-
barrassment of the cily government in case
of the necessary or umavoidable absence

The

of the Comptroller. It could never have
contemplated  giving  the  Comptroller
the power Lo  transfer the dutles

of his office, which be is aworn to faithfally
perform, (o another party duriog his whole
term, snd to continue to still hold the nominal
authority and to enjoy the emoluments him-
self, Yet if the Comptroller can do this for
five months why not for five years? My,
O'Conor in his opinion says :—

The appolntment of a deputy in precise eons
formity with the lotter of the statute and ln execo-
Hon of 18 obYivus Inteat cannot be & renuuciation
or resignation of his Mee by the Comptroller, 1vis
Almply the performance of aduty enjolned by law
whenever necessity or expediency may require it
Tug yecesaity o1 expediency ol the step {8 sulimitied
to tue discretion ol the Compteoller exclosively, |
CANNOL SNpPose thal any Jurel caw be found wio
will think otherwiae,

It is

This is not the point really at issue,
nol tue appoinimwent of a deputy, but the pub-
lic rouunclation and relinguishment of all (be
tunctions of the Comptroller in favor of that
deputy lor five months, that is held to bave
been w resignation on the part of Connolly,

The “obvigus intent” of he  statule

was to enable the Comptroller during
illness or unavoidabie or necessmy absence
from his duties, to empower bhis deputy
to @il his place, so that the machinery of the
government might go on, and not to authorize
him to withdraw from the dulies and responsi-
bilities of Lis office and virtually appoiat his
successor. R

The disputed poiats will, o deuht; o to
the Conrts and be decided there, Tt 18 pro-
bable that Mayor Iall may appoint another
guccessor to Conpolly, now that General
McOlellan has declined to contest the office,
and in that eveat an application will no doubt
be made to a judge for legal authority
to take possession of the office. In
the meantime we are informed that
Acting Comptroller Green has handed
over to the investigating committee several
papers belonging to the department. We are
assured by the organs prompted by Connolly
that these papers expose gross corruption and
peculation on the part of Messrs. Sweeny and
Hall, and that these revelations will starile
the community, It is fortunate thal this
much good has been accomplished, and we
are glad that Mr. Green has had an oppor-
tunity to obtain and secure these papers. Let
us have the disclosures they are officially an-
nounced to contain. If, as Connolly declares,
they Implicate Lis late associates, Sweeny and
Hall, in frands such as he himself stands
branded with, we shall insist upon their
removal from the offices they now All
And we give notice that we shall not patiently
suffer them to appoint friendly deputies, to
transfer their active official duties to these
subordinates and to screen themselves from
punishment and public odium behind the skirts
of political confederates.

Have We a Commune In New Yorkt—
How Bad Precedents May Work Evil=
What We Expeet from DMayor Hall
and Juwdge DBarnard.

There is one view to be taken of the present
complications in Tammany Hall that seems
to us to shed a new light npon the movements
of what is called the Reform Commitiee. Are
we not abont to introduce under a peaceful
guise the reign of the Commune, as we saw it
in Paris, with perhaps consequences as disas-
trous as were cver seen in the Commune in its
wildest days ?

We have a government. However debased
or foolish its administration may be, what-
ever may have been done in the way of
corruption or violation of public trusis, this
government represents the will of the people
of New Yerk. It raises taxes, makes public
improvements, looks after the health, happi-
ness and welfure of the city, and from
decade to decade it has advanced our muni-
cipal prosperity from stage to stage until
we have a metropolis rivalling in wealth and
splendor the renowned cities of the Old World.
We have had republican Mayors and demo-
cratic Mayors, Mayors who were neither
democratic nor republican, but the choice of
rings and factions of the great parties, sud-
denly blossoming into power and as soon
fading out of sight, like the gourd which came
up in a night and passed away like a vision.
There have been violations of the representa-
tive spirit—boards and commissions and arti-
ficial oforts to wrest the power of the people
from the people. In the end, however, the
old ship bas always swung bagh to her
and gentle seas.

Now there comes a gathering of law-
yers and nrgrchants, rich, ambitions and
craving political distinction. Time after
time these men bave striven for the
control of the great city, Money has been raised
and spent, and we have had all the machinery
of suspicious and dangerons partisanship,
Every shape has been assumed and every
political fancy bas been conjured into life.
The names they have taken from time to time
would form a curious chapter of political arch-
wology. Mozart and McKeon, Tammany and
Anti-Tammany, Whig and Republican, Radi-
cal and Conservative, Democratic Union and
Young Democracy, Know Nothing and Native
American, Temperance and Citizens' Associa-
tion—new names for one purpose—only
meaning power, wealth and ambition. All
these movements, however, have simply meant
one man's suceess or the success of a party.
They have never gone beyond the law—have
never caused a triumph that was unnatural or
dishonest, or in any way in contradiction of
the established principles of municipal free
government,

Now, for the first time, the straining for
power means a violation of the fundamental
laws of represenalive government, We see a
body of gentlemen assembling, selecting o
financial officer, making a bargain with a Comp-
troller denounced for malfeasance, and with
hig aid and assistance giving their candidate
power.  Mr, Green is nominated Ly Mr,
Huvemeyer. Mr.Havemeyer is the chairman of
8 town meeting. e has no power and no re-
sponsibility. Any citizen may call a meeting,
take the chair, cry “‘reform,” and nominate
whoever Lo pleases for Comptroller, If he can
ind & Comptroller, judicially denounced as an
abettor of ‘‘highway robbery” and willing to
bargain for his immunity, or, using the plainer
phrase of our Eunglish contemporary, to turn
‘‘Btate's evidence,” he may placa his candi-
date in office and give him absolute conirol of
the financinl affairs of a great city. What
Mr. Havemeyer does lo-day Mr. Morrissey
may do to-morrow, It is only a question of
opportunity, and if Mr. Connolly or a man
like him can be found in a terrified humor
he will as soon make a bargain with Mr, Mor-
rissey as with the ex-Mayor. The example is
the same. 1t ls full of evil. Like all evil
examples, it threatens danger to free institu-
tions and republican government.

We saw & bolder type of this lawlessness in
Paris, The men in power were the chosen
oficers of the republic. Whether the republic
was welcome or not, it was the supreme will
in France, aud any other assamed power was
simply usurpation, Well, there was a gather-
ing of men in Faria who bad no confidence
in Trochu and Jules Favre and M, Thiers.
There was corruption—imperialism, monarchi-
cul purposes—all manner of offences in (heir
eyes, To be sure the reply was that these
men—Trochu and Favre and Thiers—were
the chosen ministers of Paris, constitutionally
in office, and, whether for good or evil,
charged with the destinies of tlie great
city and the great nation. The gather-
ing thought differently, They togk up

-

arms, seized the national cannon, drove the
chosen rulers out of Paris, proclaimed their
own government, erected barricades, took the
nation’'s money and their fellow citizeny’
property, fought pilched battles In the sirects
und suburbs, pulled down nalional monu-
menw and destroyed palaces, the fame of
whose beauty and historical associations filled
the world. Aud the end only came after
massacres, batles, sieges, universal dogola-
tiog and hotror, - . >

This was the Commude! The worid shud-
ders at what was done and Lbé meu who
controlled it. Yet they were good men In
various ways. Many of them had honor,
courage, virtue. They thought they had a
cause, So have the men who now in town
meeting and secrot caucus proposa to over-
throw the city authorities and take possession
of the city. They have honor, courage, vir-
tue. They think they have a good cause.
Mr, Havemeyer is & good man; but he is no
better than Delescluze, Mr, Tilden I8 a
worthy citizen; but no worthier than Pasocal
Grousgset. Mr. Green Is honored for many
merils; but Mr. Green is no more honorable
than Vermorel and Dombrowski. The edilor
of our English contemporary Is no belter than
Mr, Rochefort; and it would be well for his
shrivelling and dreary newspaper if he had a
sparkle of Rochefort's audacious and inimi-
table genius. It may be said that there
were advenlurers in the Commune, like

Cluseret and Felix Pyat; but gso there
are  adventurers in the New York
party, like Morrissey and O'Brien.  What

we contend is that the principles of the Com-
mune and the principles of this Cooper Iustitute
town megting and the irresponsible Committee
of Seventy are the same. They are revclu-
tionary. They do violence to our free institu-
tions, to good government, If they are per-
mitted now to obtrude their cancus nomiia-
tions into high office by an allinnce with men
denounced by the Supreme Court as hign-
way robbers, and the chief of whom is, ks
sauch, asked to resign by the Mayor, there Iy
no reason why in a year or two we might not
have in New York the same terrible scenes
we saw last summer in Paris,

The principle is the same. Evil is evil, let
ns call it what we will. We cannot violate
law in the matter of Mr. Green without doing
it in a graver emergency. Mr. Iall is bound
to put his foot upon it or retire from his office
as incapable and unworthy. If he consents
to Mr. Havemeyer and Mr. Connolly dictating
bis financial appointments he might as well
resign. He is no longer Mayor. The town
meeting having appointed Mr. Green to-day
may do what it pleases to-morrow. Once
begin Communism and no one can say where
it will end. Fortunately the Mayor has half
golved Lhe problem. Hehas named his choice
for Comptroller, a choice that will do him honor
throughout the world. It now remains for
the Courts to confirm it. And we underrate
Judge Barnard very much if he does not act
as firmly now as he did when called upon for
justice by Mr. Foley and his frie nds.

Renl mnd Bogus Reformers=The Schemes
ot the Politicimns.

The people of New York are to-day reaping
the harvest they have themselves sown
through their carelessness in the discharge of
the duties of citizenship and the Indifference
with which they have for years suffered their

anninlesl ~Bane bn hasams dhe pevy UF DY
political adventurers who may have had the
boldness and the shrewdness to seize upon
them. The city government is paralyzed, its
wheels are blocked, the business of its most
important departments is at a standstill ; and
this disgraceful situation, dangerous to our
peace at home, damaging to our credit
abroad, has been brought about mainly
through the squabbling and scrambling of the
fat politicians who hold office and of the lean
politicians who want office. It has been the
babit of our citizeus who live and prosper out-
gide the political placer, to indulge periodically
in bewailings over officlal corruption and in
loud demands for municipal reform; but they
have, nevertheless, suffered primary elections
to be held without taking any part or interest

therein, and they have absented them-
sclves from nominating conventions. The
consequence has been that the whole

machinery of party has been left in the hands
of the politicians, The wire-pullers and adven-
turers, who regularly make livings and for-
tunes out of politics, have pat themselves or
their friends in nomivation for places of trust,
and when election day has come the protesting
citizens have *‘voled the ticket” as a matter of
conrse without regard to the character or
qualifications of the candidates. After elec-
tion and the subsequeat distribution of the
spoils malcontents Lave always been found
who, fuiling to secure from the successful
party such & share in the pickings and steal-
ings of office as they believed to be their due,
have led a renewed assanll against those in
power, and then, incited by their appeals,
the independent cilizens have again and again
gone through with the same programme as
that we have described above, and generally
with the same profitless result. Occasionally,
indeed, the outsiders have formed combina-
tions powerful enoogh to overthrow the office-
holders and to pnt new men in power, pledged,
an o matter of course, to reform the
government, to decrease the taxes and
to put a stop to corruption. But in the
end the parly of retrenchment has proved a
costly experiment ; the city expenditures have
increased instead of diminished, and the men
who have rtisen into place upon the ruins of
one set of plunderera have in their turn been
denounced more bitterly than were their pre-
decessors. We bave only to look back a few
years to discover siriking instances of the
failore of these pretended reforms, When
Fernando Wood was the head of the city gov-
ment Tammany labored for his overthrow, and
the republican organs of the city aided in the
work. The New York English Z%mes then
declared that Mayor Wood's government “‘has
made these (the city) departments sought by
the most needy and unscrupulous of our par-
tisan politlcians, and bas led to the monst fla-
grant abuses of public trust and the most vul-
pable waste of the public funds,” and Insisted
that “‘some reform of the government is im-
peratively demanded.” The Z'ribune declared
ite readiness to join hands with “'all who
honestly try to  render our muticipal
rule leas corrupt and oppressive than it now
is," and naively declared that such reform as
it then advoeated, in common with its Tawm-
wmany allies, would ‘‘gegure the people ftvm

robbery in the building of the new City Hallt*
Tummany came into power in combination
with its republican ullies in the shape of me-
tropolitan commissions, and the present cily
government is the linoal descendant and repre.
senlutive of that “‘municipal reform.” Om
citizens can judge for themselves whether the
change secured less ‘“‘waste of the publit
funds” and protected tho people from “robbery
in the building of thy sgw Cuig Ihil" -

The politiclans &nd partisan organs now
desire {o take advantage of the popular de.
mand for & mere economical, honest and
eficient city goveriiment, and to make s
new c¢ombination against (he men they
then helpad to power. If ¢us people
who really desire reform, followiug fhe
practice of former years, leave (he o
lails of its accomplishment to these man,
they will find themaselves rescued from one
evil only to be involved in another of a yet
more deplorable character. The primaries
will be held ; packed nominating conventions
will put into the fi2ld candidates for Senate,
Aszsembly and other positions of trust, accord-
ing as bargalns may bha made, and when the
day of eleotion arrives the honest reformera
in casting their votes will find themselves
compelled to sappori men undeserving of
their confidence or to give up all hope ol
changing the present order of things. This is
not what our citizens desira or expect, They
owe it {o themselves to seo that a movement
In which they are earnest and sincera shall
not be mada usa of by a sel of unscrupuloua
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adventurers for thelr own purposes, The
singular and sudden slriking of hands
botween Comptroller Connolly and the

men who wera but yesterday denouncing
him as a public robber bears a guspicious
appearance. The HEerALD cares nothing for
Tammany rings, Yonng Democracy rings,
Murphy rings, Fenton rings, Irish democratio
vings or rings of any kind, We are inde-
pendent of all polilieal parties, factions and
cliques, and advocate now economy and hon.
esty in the administration of the city govern-
ment, joined with a broad and intelligent
enterprise, as we have advocated the same al
all times and under all circumstances. Wher-
ever corruption exists we denounce it and
demand the punishment of the corruptionists,
as wo have done for years in regard to the
new Court Ilouse and other jobs, when the
mouths of the partisan press have been filled
with bribes and pap or closed by expe-
diency. Connolly has been officially ad-
judged unfaithful, and we demand hia
removal from office without any patched
up compromise or pretended atonement.
Shounld Hall or Sweeny or any other publia
officer be found guilty of aimilar delingnency
we shall in like manner insist upon his retire-
ment. We have no political ends to subserve
which render it desirable to make terms with
a corrupt Comptroller or with ward strikecs
and bullies, In the name of the people and
a8 o fearless and independent public journal
we demand real reform, and as a first step in
this direction we call for the uncoadilional
removal of Connolly and all his friends and
abetlors from the office in which, under hia
rule, frands have been committed ‘‘of the
character of highway robberies.” We insisl
that those who, for political expediency or for
the ndvancement of their own interests, desira
to make terms with a dishonest public official

wlwll no lunger palm themselves off upon the
people as city reformors,

Can a Mobd Rule New York?=What Is
Good and What Is Evil=Baranrd Mastoa
of the Sltuatien.

There is nothing easier of solution than the
present complications in New York. When
in doubt as to what is expedient let us ask
what is right, Thers is no axiom in moral
philosophy more settled than this: that the
end never juatifies the means. In the interest
of what is called reform and good government
we are asked to approve one of the most
flagrant usurpations of power ever known in
our municipal history, There is, of course, a
great mist of *‘reform” and “‘purity of the lawa,”
and all manner of phantoms floating before
the minds of the people, and here and thera
skippiog in all directions some foolish Will-
o'-the-Wisp scheme or other which we are
called upon to follow as a new guiding star,
But, shunning these foolish diversions, let us
look the whole Tammany situation square in
the face, and see just what is right and what
is wrong.

Primarily, then, wa have a government of
New York. Whalever may be said of it, or
of the characler of the men who control it, it
isa government of the people—made by the
people, for the people. It is their will, and
our only recognized expression of free muni-
cipal autbority, Over it presides tha Mayor,
the chiel executive officer, and as mueh the
head of the corporation of New York as
General Grant is the head of the republic of
the United States. For good or for evil, tha
citizens of this city have taken our Mayor unte
themselves as their chief magistrate until they
elect his successor or remove him by dua
process of law. They have done neither.
They have not as yet proposed to do
either. Any crippling of his functions, any
emasculation of his constitutional powers, is
revolution, We do not consider Mr. Hall in'
the case. Mr, Hall, as a person, a member of
Tammany Hall or a constituent of the Ring, ia
nothing to us. The whole policy of the ring
has led to abominations that we cannot con-
pider without anger and pain. The argnment
would hold as good were Mr. Fernando Wood
or Mr. Hornce Greeley in his place. What do
we owe to the office? Where should law begin’
and end? How far should woe consecrate and
accept usurpation ? If to-day a mob of gentle-'
maen, headed by Mr. Stebbins and Judge Pierre.
pont, can usurp executive powers, why
should not another mob, headed by Mr,
O'Brien and Mr. Morrissey, do the same thing
to-morrow ?

Now, these are graver questions than may
appear upon the surface. We understand the
deep yearning in the bosoms of the poople for
reform. For nearly forly yoears the Heraro
bas been the exponent and champion of (hat
feeling. 'The history of the HEgRALD from the
be;lt:.uing is tho history of successive, oarnest
and successful wars upon the corruptions of
parties in Naw York and the nation, When
our Buglish contemporary was n mors sti-
pondiscy of Tammany, the apologist of
Mr, Tweed and the champlon of persist-
enl ouirages upon the treasury; when
even its preseat habitatlon was by a trick,
& job, and, ap o glewiv fell Lv emineut




